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Dear colleagues,

Measures to support nature recovery

| am delighted to inform you that the Environment Bill has been reintroduced to the House
and Day 2 of Report Stage and Third Reading will take place on Wednesday 26 May 2021.

Government amendments

The events of the last twelve months have led people to appreciate the difference that
nature makes to our lives more than ever before. Restoring nature will be crucial as we
seek to build back greener from this pandemic, and in what is a huge year for the
environment we will use our COP26 and G7 presidencies to take a leading role on driving
a global green recovery on the world stage.

2030 biodiversity target

As a core part of our commitment to leave the environment in a better state than we found
it, and acting on the recommendations of the Dasgupta Review, we are announcing
today that we will be amending the Environment Bill to require a historic, new
legally binding target on species abundance for 2030 - aiming to halt the decline of
nature in England. We hope that this world leading measure will be the Net Zero
equivalent for nature, spurring action of the scale required to address the biodiversity
crisis.

We will develop this target alongside the longer term legally-binding targets we are already
developing in the Environment Bill, and set the final target in secondary legislation
following the agreement of global targets at the UN Nature Conference CBD COP15 in
autumn 2021. This amendment will be tabled at Lords Committee Stage.

We shouldn’t underestimate the scale of the challenge ahead in halting the decline of
nature. Over the last 50 years, much of the UK’s wildlife-rich habitat has been lost or
degraded, and many of our once common species are in long-term decline. We have also
come to better understand the link between our own health, and economic prosperity, and
that of the planet. The independent, global Dasgupta Review on the Economics of
Biodiversity, led by Professor Sir Partha Dasgupta, has shown us that a healthy natural
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world, measured in its diversity of life, underpins so much of our economic prosperity and
resilience.

Habitats requlations

We are also announcing today that we will be adding tabling amendments to the
Environment Bill to provide new powers to re-focus the habitats regulations in
England to our domestic priorities. We want to ensure our legislation adequately
supports our ambitions for nature, including our new world leading targets, rather than
remaining tied to legacy EU legislation. We have already set out some important measures
in the Environment Bill to switch the focus to nature recovery. We have the requirement for
environmental targets on wider areas, for example water quality; a requirement for an
Environment Improvement Plan; Local Nature Recovery Strategies to steer habitats
delivered through biodiversity net gain; and Natural England are making progress with a
more strategic approach to nature recovery through their support for delivering the Nature
Recovery Network.

While we are seeking a power to make some changes to the Habitats Regulations, we will
take a measured approach to reform. We will also consult with the new Office for
Environmental Protection, and work with conservation groups on any proposals we
develop before any regulatory changes are made. In addition, later this year, we plan to
bring forward a Green Paper setting out how we plan to deliver a regulatory framework
that is fit for purpose in driving forward our domestic ambitions now that we have left the
EU, including our objective of protecting 30 percent of terrestrial land by 2030. We need a
revised approach to deliver this new species abundance target and better support iconic
and much-loved native species like the hedgehog.

If we are to deliver this ambitious new target and reverse the downward trend we have
seen in recent decades, we need to change our approach. We must move the emphasis
away from processes that simply moderated the pace of nature’s decline, and instead put
in place the governance regime that can deliver nature’s recovery. We need to create
space for the creative public policy thinking that can deliver results, rather than relying on
change being set by litigation and case law.

Wider nature recovery announcements

To achieve our new target, alongside others in the Bill, we will also need measures that go
beyond legislation.

We are also announcing today:

e An England Peat Action Plan to restore, sustainably manage and protect our
peatlands. We will restore at least 35,000 ha of peatland by 2025, investing £50 mil-
lion through the Nature for Climate fund and phasing out the most damaging prac-
tices to our peatland.

e An England Trees Action Plan to better protect our existing trees and expand
woodland coverage aiming for 12% woodland cover by the middle of the century.
Over £500 million of the £640 million Nature for Climate Fund is dedicated to trees.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/environment-secretary-to-set-out-plans-to-restore-nature-and-build-back-greener-from-the-pandemic
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/england-peat-action-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/england-trees-action-plan-2021-to-2024

Tree planting rates in England will treble to benefit our local communities, nature
and climate

e Species reintroduction measures to recover threatened species and continue to
provide opportunities for successful reintroductions. We want to see a more nature
rich Britain, with further action to bend the curve of species loss in this country.

| have attached as an annex a breakdown of the funding for these announcements.

Other Government amendments to the Bill

As announced in the Queen’s Speech on 11 May, we will also be bringing forward
amendments in the Lords to reduce the harm from storm overflows to our rivers,
waterways and coastlines. New duties will require government to publish a plan to reduce
sewage discharges from storm overflows by September 2022 and report to Parliament on
the progress towards implementing the plan. Water companies and the Environment
Agency will be required to publish data on storm overflow operations annually.

These new measures will complement the existing provisions in the Environment Bill,
which will tackle air, water and waste pollution, critical to meeting our goals of net zero
emissions, stemming and reversing biodiversity loss and improving public health.

Timin

The Environment Bill will have its final day of Report and Third Reading in the Commons
on 26 May, before moving to the Lords. We are aiming for Royal Assent in the Autumn. In
the year of COP26, the Environment Bill is at the core of delivering the Government’s
manifesto commitment to deliver the most ambitious environmental programme of any
country on earth and leave our environment in a better state than we found it.

| hope you will all seize the chance to support the passage of this landmark legislation. If
you have any questions about the Bill or our amendments, | would be happy to discuss
these further, please contact my office at ps.rebecca.pow@defra.gov.uk.

"

G

A |

REBECCA POW MP

AB

)
o

v05/z,
-
(Jd

Fé-oj

%

ols Al a\f"Q



